The Father of a Nation

Hebrews 11:8-16
Introduction:
I.   The Call of Abraham – 11:8

A. When He Was Called – Genesis 12
In chapter11 God confounded the language in Babel.

He decided to reveal Himself through a chosen nation, i.e. the descendants of Abram.

They would receive the Word and bring forth the Savior, Jesus Christ.

B. Where He Was Called

Abraham received the call in Ur of the Chaldees – (Iraq)
He was a sun worshipper. 

“Get ﻿﻿out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.” - Canaan

C. Why He Was Called
1. To Receive an Inheritance

Land

Nation 

Blessing

2. To Go Out Blindly

He packed up and followed God’s leading. Why would he do that? -  “God appeared to him” (Acts 7:1-2)
II. The Compliance of Abraham – 11:9-12

A. He Was in the Promised Land – 11:9
He dwelt (settled down) in the land.

God said this will be yours.
God didn’t tell the inhabitants.

B. He Was an Alien in that Land

He was a foreigner in his own land.
He had no rights as a citizen.
He never did own any land except the cave of Machpelah.
C. He Lived in Temporary Housing

He settled down in tents.

500 years later they were still living in tents.

1000 years later David built a house for himself while God still lived in a tent.

Then, Solomon was allowed to build a permanent Temple for God.
D. He Raised a Family - 11:11-12
By faith Sarah:
1. Received strength to conceive.

2. Bore a child when last age.

3. Considered the One Who promised to be faithful.
4. Her faith was honored.

a. By the time the family went into Egypt, in the 3rd generation, there were 70. 
b. By the time of the Exodus they were 2 or 3 million.

c. By the time of the writing of Hebrews, they were innumerable. 
E. He Taught Them about the Promise

The Covenant was restated to them.
1. Isaac (after he had left the land for Gerar and returned) Genesis 26:24

“Then he [Isaac] went up from there to Beersheba. And the Lord ﻿﻿appeared to him the same night and said, ﻿﻿“I am the God of your father Abraham; ﻿﻿do not fear, for ﻿﻿I am with you. I will bless you and multiply your descendants for My servant Abraham’s sake.” 

2. Jacob - After he had deceived his father and cheated his brother and was running away to Haran.
He had the “ladder dream” at Bethel - Genesis 28:12-15
﻿“And behold, the Lord stood above it [the ladder] and said: ﻿﻿“I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. Also your ﻿﻿descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad ﻿﻿to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and ﻿﻿in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, ﻿﻿I am with you and will ﻿﻿keep ﻿﻿you wherever you go, and will ﻿﻿bring you back to this land; for ﻿﻿I will not leave you ﻿﻿until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 
III. The Continuation of Abraham – 11:13-16
A. They All Died According to the Faith -11:13-14
1. They all died according to the faith 

“kata” - in keeping with faith, consistent with the principles of faith.
Jacob made prophesies concerning his sons.

Joseph gave instructions concerning his bones.

2. They did not receive the promises.
3. They saw them afar off.
B. They Had Opportunity to Go Back – 11:15

But they did not go back.


Canaan is forfeited if they go back to Chaldea.


Canaan is forfeited if the redeemed go back to Egypt.


Canaan is forfeited if these Hebrews go back to Judaism.

Canaan is forfeited if we return to the god of this age.

He who would be a friend of this world is an enemy of God.

C. They Looked for a City – 11:16

1. They Desire a Better, i.e. a heavenly city.
Looks back to Hebrews 4 quoting Psalm 95
Looks forward to Hebrews 12:18-24

They did not get entangled with earthly things as Lot did.

They are heavenly minded.
2. God is Not Ashamed of them.
3. He will Not be Ashamed of Them in the Future.

Matthew 10:32-33
“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, ﻿﻿him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. ﻿﻿But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”
2 Timothy 2:11-13
Salvation

“This is a faithful saying: for ﻿﻿if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him” (v. 11)
     

Rewards

“If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. if we deny Him, He also will deny us” (v. 12)
    
Security
“If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He ﻿﻿cannot deny Himself” (v. 13)
1 John 2:28
“And now, little children, abide in Him, that ﻿﻿when He appears, we may have ﻿﻿confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”
Conclusion
